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The Mediterranean region, at the crossroads of 
three continents, with Europe to the north, West-
ern Asia to the east and North Africa to the south, 
holds significant historical, cultural and geopoliti-
cal importance. It is a region marked by diverse 
civilizations and shared challenges that extend be-
yond national borders. It is  an area that displays 
concentrated and exacerbated versions of the ma-
jor global imbalances (environmental, social and 
economic). The early 21st century saw a research 
renaissance well underway in countries across the 
Mediterranean. Investments in scientific infrastruc-
ture and workforce have ushered in a new era, 
comparable to the scientific achievements of the 
Umayyad and Abbasid Caliphates more than 1,000 
years ago.

Challenges of Scientific Cooperation in 
the Mediterranean

However, scientists in the Mediterranean still face 
substantial challenges as they work to expand scien-
tific capacity and pursue cross-Mediterranean col-
laboration. The region, spanning 22 countries with a 
combined population of 480 million, is characterized 
by its rich diversity and shared challenges, including 
climate change, population growth, water scarcity 
and migration. These interconnected issues, com-
pounded by social, economic and political factors, 
require collaborative efforts to devise and implement 
effective solutions. Recognizing this, Mediterranean 
governments are increasingly integrating science di-
plomacy into higher education and research institu-

tions to involve their populations more deeply in sci-
ence and technology.
Science diplomacy involves leveraging scientific 
cooperation to tackle global challenges and pro-
mote collaboration between nations. It is rooted in 
principles of mutual benefit and knowledge ex-
change, and aims to inform foreign policy deci-
sions, facilitate international partnerships and im-
prove relations and collaborations between 
countries. The shared nature of environmental and 
resource challenges in the Mediterranean region 
presents significant opportunities for establishing 
collaborative scientific policies between different 
countries of the Mediterranean Basin. The future of 
cooperative action lies in forming new partnerships 
and collaborations between civil society, business-
es, governments and regional alliances. Such part-
nerships can provide the innovative leadership that 
our global population desperately needs. A more 
coherent strategy for collaboration in education and 
research is critical in either protecting the status 
quo of a fragmented regional policy or building new 
relationships.
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
launched by the United Nations in NYC, USA on 25-
27 September 2015, aimed to end various forms of 
poverty worldwide and has energized Mediterrane-
an countries to be politically and scientifically united 
in achieving the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The cooperative actions of Mediterranean 
governments involve interactions between politi-
cians and scientists through conferences, work-
shops, agreements, knowledge and research result 
sharing, exchange visits and cross-cultural exchang-
es. This fosters the determined and innovative lead-
ership that the Mediterranean population desper-
ately needs. Today, all Mediterranean countries are 
embedding the SDGs into their national develop-
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ment plans. Parliaments and politicians ensure that 
the SDGs are a priority in governmental actions and 
scientific policies.

Scientists in the Mediterranean still 
face substantial challenges as they 
work to expand scientific capacity 
and pursue cross-Mediterranean 
collaboration

Significant portions of national budgets are allocat-
ed to projects supporting the SDGs, such as infra-
structure for clean energy, education, healthcare 
and sustainable agriculture. Financial incentives are 
provided for businesses and communities to adopt 
sustainable practices, such as tax-free bills for 
green technologies and subsidies for sustainable 
farming methods. Universities and research insti-
tutes in the Mediterranean actively engage in joint 
conferences and summits focused on sustainable 
development, such as the United Nations General 
Assembly and the COP climate conferences. Politi-
cians and governments facilitate partnerships be-
tween Mediterranean countries and collaboration 
with international organizations and NGOs to 
achieve the SDGs.
Politicians and governments are encouraging sci-
entists to use public platforms to educate citizens 
about the importance of the SDGs and how they 
can contribute to achieving them. This includes 
talks, social media campaigns and visits by chil-
dren and youth to universities. The European Un-
ion emphasizes the importance of robust data col-
lection and monitoring frameworks. Eurostat, the 
EU’s statistical office, plays a critical role in track-
ing progress towards the SDGs, ensuring that data 
is disaggregated by geographic location, gender 
and other relevant factors to provide a comprehen-
sive view of advancements and areas needing im-
provement.
Mediterranean countries also engage in internation-
al cooperation to address global challenges such as 
climate change, biodiversity loss and sustainable 
economic growth. This involves partnerships with 
UN agencies and participation in global initiatives 

like the UN’s Local2030 initiative, which supports 
the localization of the SDGs. The European Union 
budget, along with the NextGenerationEU recovery 
package, serves as a crucial financial tool for imple-
menting the SDGs. These funds support various in-
itiatives aimed at achieving sustainable develop-
ment across the region.

Partnership for Research and Innovation

Herein, the role of the Partnership for Research and 
Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA) 
should be considered. PRIMA is a significant initia-
tive aimed at addressing these challenges through 
collaborative research and innovation between 
Mediterranean countries. Emphasizing equality, 
long-term commitment and joint efforts in research 
and innovation, PRIMA aims to foster inclusive and 
sustainable development in the Mediterranean, par-
ticularly in agro-food and water systems. PRIMA’s 
impacts are wide-ranging, encompassing econom-
ic, social and environmental spheres. Through initia-
tives focused on increasing productivity, expanding 
market access and promoting political stability, PRI-
MA contributes to sustainable development and 
prosperity in the Mediterranean. By fostering coop-
eration and trust among participating countries, 
PRIMA lays the groundwork for resilience and long-
term stability in the region.

A more coherent strategy for 
collaboration in education and 
research is critical in either 
protecting the status quo of a 
fragmented regional policy or 
building new relationships

Collaboration within the PRIMA participating states 
is crucial for advancing science diplomacy in the 
Mediterranean. By aligning research efforts, ad-
dressing societal needs and strengthening collab-
oration between EU Member States and Mediter-
ranean countries, PRIMA promotes trust and 
inclusivity in the region. Furthermore, it supports the 
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achievement of the SDGs and enhances coopera-
tion among Mediterranean nations.
In conclusion, we can emphasize that universities 
and research institutions play a central role in ad-
vancing science diplomacy in the Mediterranean. 
Through research, collaboration and knowledge 
exchange, these institutions help tackle common 
challenges and foster cooperation among nations. 

Initiatives like PRIMA provide platforms for univer-
sities to engage in collaborative research and in-
novation, paving the way for sustainable develop-
ment and prosperity in the Mediterranean. As the 
region faces its challenges, science diplomacy of-
fers a route to unity and progress, fostering part-
nerships and promoting peace through knowledge 
and collaboration.
These collective efforts illustrate a comprehensive 
approach to integrating the SDGs into national, re-
gional and local policies, ensuring that sustainable 

development remains a key priority across the Med-
iterranean region.
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