
In today’s rapidly evolving world, where tech-
nology, globalization and societal changes shape 
the fabric of our existence, the role of youths 
in driving innovation and social progress has 
become more crucial than ever before. Among 
the many attributes that define the youths of 
our time, their innovative social skills stand out 
as key assets that propel them forward in their 
pursuit of positive change. These skills encom-
pass effective communication, critical thinking, 
adaptability, and an entrepreneurial mindset.

Nowhere is the potential of youths and 
their innovative social skills more evident than 
in the Euro-Mediterranean region. Spanning 
diverse cultures, landscapes and aspirations, 
the youths of this region have emerged as 

dynamic agents of transformation, working 
towards a shared vision of a prosperous and 
inclusive future. At the forefront of this 
movement stands the Mediterranean Youth 
Council (MYC), a platform that brings togeth-
er over 30 active participants representing 14 
countries, working across five thematic areas: 
Economy, Education and Entrepreneurship, 
Society and Interculturality, Digitalisation, 
and Gender and Discrimination, as well as 
Environment and Climate.

Through a multitude of activities and initia-
tives, the MYC fosters the development of inno-
vative social skills among Euro-Mediterranean 
youths, empowering them to address the chal-
lenges they face and seize the opportunities that 
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Euro-Mediterranean youths have emerged as dynamic agents of transformation in a world where 
the role of young people in driving innovation and social progress is crucial. At the forefront of 
this movement stands the Mediterranean Youth Council (MYC), a platform that brings together 
over 30 active participants representing 14 countries, working across five thematic areas: Econ-
omy, Education and Entrepreneurship; Society and Interculturality; Digitalisation; and Gender 
and Discrimination, as well as Environment and Climate. By harnessing their innovative social 
skills, youths are empowered to tackle the complex challenges of our time, from environmental 
issues to socioeconomic disparities. Their unique perspectives, digital fluency, and open-mind-
edness enable them to envision alternative futures and implement novel solutions. In light of 
the transformative impact witnessed through the MYC’s initiatives, it is clear that the mission 
of empowering Euro-Mediterranean youths holds immense promise. However, this potential can 
only be fully realized through sustained commitment and collaboration from all stakeholders.
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lie ahead. Each year, a highlight of their efforts 
is the Med’Action festival, where participants 
come together to implement projects and actions 
in their respective territories, driving tangible 
impact and change across the whole region.

The MYC fosters the development of   
innovative social skills among Euro- 
Mediterranean youths, empowering them 
to address the challenges they face and 
seize the opportunities that lie ahead

In this article, we delve into the significance 
of innovative social skills among youths, ex-
ploring their importance and the ways in which 
they shape the Euro-Mediterranean landscape. 
We examine the various dimensions of these 
skills, ranging from effective communication 
and collaboration to critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving. Furthermore, we shine a light on 
the unique role played by the MYC, showcasing 
its initiatives, success stories, and the transform-
ative impact it has had on the lives of countless 
young individuals.

Join us through the innovative social skills 
of Euro-Mediterranean youths, discovering 
their immense potential and the boundless op-
portunities that lie within their grasp. Through 
their vision, determination and commitment to 
positive change, they inspire us all to envision a 
brighter future built on innovation, inclusivity 
and social progress.

•	 �Youths possess a remarkable set of innovative 
social skills that enable them to navigate the 
complexities of the modern world and drive 
positive change. These skills go beyond tradi-
tional academic knowledge and technical ex-
pertise, encompassing a range of abilities that 
are essential for success in the 21st century.

•	 �Communication and collaboration: In an 
interconnected world, effective communi-
cation and collaboration are critical skills 
for youth to thrive. They possess the ability 
to articulate their ideas, actively listen to 
others, and engage in meaningful dialogue. 
Furthermore, they understand the value of 
teamwork and collaboration, recognizing 

Workshop on “How the Youth in the Mediterranean Can Act”, Seville, 2022.
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that diverse perspectives and collective ef-
forts lead to innovative solutions. A good ex-
ample of the power of communication and 
collaboration among Euro-Mediterranean 
youths is the remarkable social documen-
tary Mediterranean: Sea of  Garments. This 
thought-provoking film, set to premiere in 
late May, has already garnered recognition 
for its exceptional storytelling and impactful 
message. It recently received the prestigious 
Best International Film Award during the 
ENACTING digital film festival.

•	 �The creation of Mediterranean: Sea of  
Garments involved a collaborative effort 
by youths from various countries across the 
Euro-Mediterranean region. These passion-
ate filmmakers and activists came together, 
using their innovative social skills, to shed 
light on the environmental and social issues 
surrounding the textile industry in the re-
gion. Through their collective expertise in 
filmmaking, storytelling and research, they 
crafted a compelling narrative that raises 
awareness about the detrimental impact of 
fast fashion on the Mediterranean ecosystem 
and local communities. The successful real-
ization of this social documentary is a testa-
ment to the exceptional communication and 
collaboration skills of Mediterranean youths. 
By pooling their knowledge, perspectives and 
resources, they created a powerful medium for 
storytelling that not only entertains but also 
educates and inspires viewers to take action.

•	 �Critical thinking and problem solving: Youths 
today are adept at critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving, approaching challenges with 
analytical and creative minds. They possess 
the ability to think critically, analyze complex 
situations, and generate innovative ideas. 
Moreover, they demonstrate resilience in the 
face of obstacles, persistently seeking solutions 
and adapting their approaches as needed. A 
striking manifestation of critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills among Mediterrane-

an youths is showcased through the gallery 
exhibitions of immigrant stories during the 
Med’Action festival. Members of the MYC 
recognize the importance of addressing the 
challenges faced by immigrants and of pro-
viding a platform for their voices to be heard.

•	 �Through the medium of art, MYC members 
utilize narrative change as a powerful tool to 
shed light on the experiences and struggles 
of immigrants. The gallery exhibitions fea-
ture thought-provoking artworks, including 
paintings, photographs, and installations, 
that vividly depict the journeys, hopes 
and challenges faced by immigrants in the 
Euro-Mediterranean region. These artistic 
expressions not only serve as a means of 
raising awareness but also evoke empathy, 
encourage dialogue, and inspire action.

These artistic expressions not only serve as 
a means of  raising awareness but also evoke 
empathy, encourage dialogue, and inspire 
action

•	 �Additionally, they embody an entrepre-
neurial mindset, challenging the status 
quo and developing innovative solutions to 
societal problems exhibiting adaptability, 
quickly adjusting to new circumstances and 
embracing innovation. They demonstrate 
resilience, bouncing back from setbacks and 
using failures as opportunities for growth. 
These qualities enable them to make a 
positive impact by navigating uncertainties, 
embracing change, and fostering a culture 
of innovation and progress.

By harnessing these innovative social skills, 
youths are empowered to tackle the complex 
challenges of our time, from environmental is-
sues to socioeconomic disparities. Their unique 
perspectives, digital fluency and open-minded-
ness enable them to envision alternative futures 
and implement novel solutions.
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Overview of the Euro-Mediterranean 
Region 

The Euro-Mediterranean region is a diverse 
and vibrant area encompassing countries from 
Europe, North Africa and the Middle East. It is 
characterized by a rich cultural heritage, economic 
diversity, and a history of exchange and coopera-
tion. The region faces various social, economic and 
environmental challenges that require innovative 
solutions and the active participation of its youths.

Challenges Faced by Euro-
Mediterranean Youths

Euro-Mediterranean youths encounter several 
challenges that impact their development and 
contribution to society. These challenges in-
clude limited integration in decision-making 
processes and public policy, barriers to mobility 
and travel, inadequate access to quality training 
opportunities, and a lack of employment pros-
pects. Overcoming these challenges is essential 
for empowering youths and unleashing their 
innovative potential.

The Mediterranean Youth Council is an 
influential platform that brings together 
over 30 active participants representing 14 
countries in the Mediterranean region

The Role of the Mediterranean Youth 
Council 

•	 �Background and objectives of the MYC: The 
Mediterranean Youth Council is an influ-
ential platform that brings together over 30 
active participants representing 14 countries 
in the Mediterranean region. It aims to em-
power youths, foster their innovative social 
skills, and advocate for their inclusion in 

decision-making processes at local, regional 
and international levels. The MYC works 
towards creating a supportive environment 
that enables youths to thrive and contribute 
to the sustainable development of the region.

•	 �Activities and initiatives of the MYC: Under 
the umbrella of the MYC, youths engage in 
a wide range of activities and initiatives that 
address key thematic areas. These thematic 
areas include Economy, Education and En-
trepreneurship, Society and Interculturality, 
Digitalisation, Gender and Discrimination, 
and Environment and Climate. By focusing on 
these areas, the MYC seeks to tackle pressing 
challenges and promote innovative solutions 
that have a positive impact on communities.

•	 �The MYC’s active participation in these 
thematic areas is reflected in the number of 
dedicated participants, with over 30 young 
individuals from diverse backgrounds con-
tributing their skills, knowledge and passion 
to the council’s initiatives. This diversity 
ensures a broad range of perspectives and 
innovative approaches to problem-solving.

•	 �One of the key highlights of the MYC’s 
calendar is the annual Med’Action festival. 
This festival provides a platform for partic-
ipants to implement projects and actions in 
their respective territories, driving positive 
change and making a tangible impact on 
the ground. By leveraging their innovative 
social skills and collaborating across borders, 
MYC members showcase their ability to 
transform ideas into concrete initiatives that 
address the challenges faced by Euro-Med-
iterranean youths and their communities.

•	 �Success stories and impact of the MYC: 
The MYC has witnessed numerous success 
stories and had a tangible impact on the 
Euro-Mediterranean region. Through their 
collaborative efforts, MYC participants 
have successfully implemented projects that 
promote sustainable economic growth, en-
hance educational opportunities, foster social 
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cohesion, harness the potential of digital 
technologies, combat gender inequality and 
discrimination, and protect the environment 
in the face of climate change.

These success stories demonstrate the power 
of innovative social skills among Mediterranean 
youths and the potential for positive change 
when young people are actively engaged in 
decision-making processes and given the nec-
essary support and resources.

In conclusion, innovative social skills have 
significant importance in our ever-changing 
world, enabling young people to adapt, innovate, 
and drive positive change. The MYC and its mis-
sion play a pivotal role in providing a platform 
for youths to develop and showcase these skills. 
Through their activities and initiatives, MYC 
participants actively address crucial challenges in 
the Euro-Mediterranean region, such as econom-
ic growth, intercultural dialogue and climate 
change. The success stories emerging from their 
work serve as a testament to the potential of 
Euro-Mediterranean youths to create a lasting 
impact and foster a brighter future.

To harness the full potential of Euro-Med-
iterranean youths, it is crucial to continue 
supporting and investing in their development. 
Governments, private sectors, and civil society 
organizations must recognize the significance of 
empowering youths and providing them with 
the necessary resources, opportunities and plat-
forms for their growth. By encouraging youth 
leadership and fostering an environment that 
nurtures their innovative social skills, we can 
unlock their full potential and propel the region 
towards sustainable and inclusive development.

In light of the transformative impact 
witnessed through the MYC’s initiatives, it 
is evident that the mission of empowering 
Euro-Mediterranean youths holds immense 
promise. However, this potential can only be 
fully realized through sustained commitment 
and collaboration from all stakeholders. Let us 
collectively embrace and support the innovative 
social skills of youths, recognizing their capacity 
to shape a prosperous future. Together, we can 
build a Euro-Mediterranean region that thrives 
on the creativity, resilience and entrepreneurial 
spirit of its young people.
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Music is the ideal language for taking stock of the expression of emotions, peoples’ traditions, 
social movements, culture and cultures, and the order and rupture of established systems. This 
article explores today’s Arab music by travelling through the different places of the vast geog-
raphy of Arabism understood in its broadest sense, which is not limited to a language but to a 
geographical space. Providing a list of young artists from all Arab countries would be an endless 
endeavour, but we can look at some of them and get a taste of the diverse musical styles, per-
formers, meanings and successes of musicians on our musical journey.

Tunisian singer Emel singing Kelmti-Horra, which means “My Word is Free”.




