The Sixteenth Session of the International Forum of “Réalités”
Hammamet, from 19 to 21 June 2013
“Tunisia and Arab Spring countries: BaStakes and Dynamics”

Argument

Tunisia, like the Arab world, is in full transformation. The old order that used to govern collective actions and common
meanings is fading away, while another one is about to hatch. Within the landscape of democratic transition that the
fall of the Berlin Wall provoked, Arab countries were the exception. Therefore, culturalist theorists did not fail to find
here a further evidence of the incompatibility between Islam and democracy. This “Islamic exception” comforted
their vision of Arab fanatical societies, evolving in isolation, outside history, resisting to Enlightenment and frozen
in the glorification of a past and mythical dream. But, here is the Tunisian revolution that is reintroducing Arabs in
history as agents of their own destiny and shattering these theoretical chimeras which enclosed these societies
within the prism of “Oriental despotism” deeply rooted in the Western imagination.

Between Transition, Revolution and Evolution

The fire that burned the young Tunisian Mohamed Bouazizi spread out in a differentiated way from Morocco to
Bahrain, through Libya, Egypt, Jordan and Syria. Revolutionary processes underway in the Arab world have obviously
characteristics that distinguish them according to historical, sociological, political and economic contexts of each
country. If we can speak of a transition for Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, or Yemen, we should rather talk of a revolution,
in the case of Syria, of dissent in Bahrain and Iraq and of evolution in Morocco, Algeria and Jordan. However, most
political systems that were prevailing in the Maghreb, as well as in the Near and Middle East cannot distinguish
between monarchy-like republics and absolute monarchies. These countries suffered from the same problems:
lack of legitimacy; muzzled or closely monitored media; a bias judiciary; a super powerful police; election fraud; an
opposition that is absent, curbed or reduced to a mere puppet; hegemonic ruling parties, mingling with the State
and taking over all its institutions, the weight of patronage and family networks and the abuses of monarchy-like
republics; hypertrophy of the security services whose mission is diverted to the protection of the established powers,
often at the expense of armies supposed to defend the integrity of the territory and the State. On the economic
level, the figures of economic performance and the displayed social indicators often reflect a less optimistic reality:
growing social inequalities, deterioration of living and working conditions, under employment, fragility of social
assets, weakening of social compromises inherited from the independence, unemployment, namely of young
graduates or non graduate ones. In addition, the economies of most countries are affected by corruption and the
nepotism of families close to the power and the parasitic oligarchies that are revolving around this power.

A world in change

While it is too early to try to assess Arab revolutions, we should, without as soon as possible, strive to study the
stakes of transitions, revolutions and the developments that drive them. The Tunisian revolution opened, thus, a
new historical era for the country, as well as for the rest of the Arab world, which, although it nourishes all hopes,
it opens the gate to all kinds of abuses. Political, social, economic, identity and ideological tensions which were
formerly held under authoritarianism and despotism are expressed today in a disorderly and chaotic manner, and
often in an unsupervised way. They threaten to destroy in a widespread violence all aspirations born from these
unprecedented popular movements. The collapse of the authoritarian system allowed the return of old antagonisms
too quickly. These antagonisms which were considered to have been resolved and over with the independence and
the modernization projects that followed. Oppositions where past interpretations, iconic characters and historical
moments are confronting each other threaten to fragment national memories and unities. The victory of Islamist
parties in post-revolutionary elections raises the sensitive issue of the place of religion or even the compatibility
between Islam and democracy. The lack of experience in difference management, the weakness of a dialogue
culture, the antagonistic character of ideological references, the emergency of socio-economic expectations; the
reemergence of archaic local or tribal identities, the frailty of the existing institutions and powers, often make actors
face each other in a dangerous way while they do not know each other well. Therefore, they are often carried away
by overbidding which threatens civil peace and jeopardizes the future of democracy. How to achieve a sustainable
stability in the “Arab Awakening” countries? Which forces will eventually prevail in the political landscape? Is there
any room left for religious minorities or ethnic groups? What are the democratic processes in a largely Muslim
environment? Is a historic compromise between political opponents possible? What business models can promote
fair development? What are the conditions for the emergence of a social and political contract that will benefit from
the wider support of citizens? How to confine violence and promote a common culture? What will be the role of
civil society actors? Which role for external stakeholders and regional and international strategic issues? Can political
violence and religious-based terrorism be confined and contained? Do they represent a sustainable and structural
threat or a temporary challenge? These are issues among others to which our forum shall try to bring the most
appropriate practical and pragmatic responses by considering other experiences of democratic transitions born in
various political contexts, especially in the Arab world and Europe.

Which role for partners of the Arab World ?

Partners of the Arab world are called to redraw the maps of their geostrategic alliances in new terms.

The challenge is to support Arab revolutions through measures that would consolidate the democratic gains and
assets and would avoid regression and chaos. The rise in the Arab world of new regimes and the emergence of civil
society in the public sphere has completely changed the deal. In the global context and also in the Arab one now,
societies are shaping their own future themselves. We have to work with them and not only with the rulers. Did
these partners make a reinterpretation of the situation that takes into account these developments? Did they set up
strategies and tools to help anchor democratic processes and human rights? The future of democracy in the Islamic
world depends not only upon the success of these political developments but also upon the future of the East / West
relationships. Can we run the risk of and assume the responsibility for a failure?

AGENDA
Wednesday 19 June 2013:
18.00 - 19.00 : Welcome and registration
19.00 : Cocktail

Thursday 20 June 2013:

9.00 - 10.00 : Opening ceremony

10.00 - 11.30 : Political transition process : Islam and Democracy

11.30-12. 00 : Coffee break

12.00-13. 30 : Islam and Democracy :

Ongoing transitions and the advent of political Islam to power in the countries of the Arab spring raised the issue
of the relationships of its forces with democracy. In fact, several experts and analysts estimated that movements
of political Islam, and particularly Ennahdha movement, had made this conversion and dropped their project
of Califat and Shariaa. But, some recent statements and some attitudes and behaviours shed doubt on the
truthfulness of this transition. Throughout this session, the debate will be open and several experts and political
officials will ask again this question which will have a great impact on the ongoing political transitions.

13.30-15. 00 : Lunch

15. 00 - 16. 30 : Which partnerships ?

Partnership has been at the core of this questions of this Forum since its first session. The follow-up of
this important dimension within Mediterranean cooperation has allowed us for years to underscore the
shortcomings and the impediments of this project. However, Arab springs opened a new era to this partnership
and the various stakeholders did not spare any effort to duplicate the reconstruction projects of this cooperation
between the North and the South of the Mediterranean. This session will provide us with the opportunity to
examine the features of the ongoing reconstruction of this project.

16.30-17.00: Coffee break

17.00 - 18. 30 : The game of Nations :

Arab springs are at the core of important actors and Nations’ game. Like major international superpowers
Nations who have been looking to renew their strategic positioning in the region, other countries from the
region including Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Turkey are taking a more and more prominent place in local dynamics.
In addition to Nations’ game, we should also notice the emergence of new networks namely the salafists and
jihadists who are profiting from the increasing instability within the region to impact the ongoing transitions.

Friday 21 June 2013

9.00-11.00 : Economy in turbulence areas :

Concurrently to politics, the economy is at the heart of the transition in the Arab spring countries. But, despite
the deployed efforts and the implemented boosting policies, the economic situation remains a concern with
the slow growth and the degradation of the major economic balances, an increase of the inflation as well as
unemployment. The objective of this session is to assess the economic challenges of the transition.

11. 00 - 11. 30 : Coffee break

11.30- 13. 30 : Invest and be committed :

A key dimension of the ongoing economic challenges is related to the frailty of the private sector and the decrease of
its investments. Indeed, uncertainty remains noteworthy and is impacting business investment decisions. However,
the delay of the settlement with some businessmen involved in corruption cases with former regimes is increasing this
frailty and the wait-and-see attitude of the private sector. The objective of the session is to better analyze the conditions
of the boosting of the supply and a greater participation of the private sector in the dynamics of economic transition.

13.30-15.00: Lunch

15.00-17. 30 : 2 simultaneous round tables :

* 1st Round table: Identity Divide

Arab springs have been at the origin of the revival of the identity divide and the idea of the return to the
roots of Arab-Islamic civilization. This debate is shaping the political and cultural life. This return has been
strengthened by the key role that is henceforth played by political Islam in the public sphere. The debate on
the issue of identity was marked by an opposition between the adherence to a global vision of islam in its
wahabite conception which is looking to impose itself as a standard of religiousness and Le débat sur la question
identitaire a été marqué par une opposition entre I'adhésion a une vision gloan integration to a local and specific
vision. This session will try to revisit the debate.

* 2nd Roundtable : Media and transitions :

After a period of euphoria which witnessed the appearance of a great number of newspapers and a liberalization
of the media space concerns and worries are piling up in the field of media. Concurrently to the repeated
attacks on journalists and new media groups that have appeared after the revolution and are disappearing one
after the other due to the economic constraints. This round table will try to identify the challenges which are
facing the media during the transition period and will suggest some proposals to consolidate and strenthen
pluralism in the media space.

18.00 - Cocktail
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Mercredi 19 Juin 2013

16HO00 - 18HO00 : Accueil et inscription
18H00 : Cocktail

Jeudi 20 Juin 2013
9HO00 - 10H00 : Séance d’ouverture

¢ Allocution de bienvenue de M. Taieb ZAHAR, Président du Forum International de Réalités
(TUNISIE)

¢ Allocution de S. Exc. Mime Laura BAEZA, Ambassadrice chef de la délégation de I'Union
européenne a Tunis

¢ Allocution de M. Senen FLORENSA, Président de I'l E MED (ESPAGNE)

¢ Allocution M. Othman JERANDI, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres (TUNISIE)

10HO00 - 11H30 : Processus de transition politique
Les transitions politiques sont confrontées a d'importantes difficultés : dissidences multiples,
violence politique, antagonismes idéologiques irréductibles, reconstructions difficiles, etc.
Cette session veut faire le bilan des transitions politiques en cours et définir les conditions
nécessaires pour favoriser la construction pacifique d’un nouveau modéle de gouvernance
politique.

e M. Sami MAHBOULI : Avocat, éditorialiste Réalités, Président de séance (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Samir DILOU : Ministre des Droits de I'Homme et de la Justice Transitionnelle (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Yadh BEN ACHOUR : Juriste, spécialiste des théories politiques islamiques et de droit

public. (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Sid Ahmed EL GHOZALI : Ancien Premier Ministre (ALGERIE)

¢ Mme. Saida GUARRACHE : Avocate, Membre de bureau Exécutif de Nidaa Tounes (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Ibrahim EL GHALI : Spécialiste de droit constitutionnel (LIBYE)

11h30 - 12h00 : Pause-café

12H00 - 13H30 : Islam et démocratie
Larrivée de I'lslam politique au pouvoir dans les pays du printemps arabe a posé la question
de son adéquation avec une démocratie civile. Certes, nombre d'analystes avaient estimé que
les mouvements de I'lslam politique, particulierement le mouvement Ennahdha ont opéré
une conversion qui les approchés du modéle démocratique. Or, dans I'exercice du pouvoir, les
mouvements islamistes suscitent des doutes et des craintes légitimes. Savants et politiques de
toutes tendances se pencheront sur ces questions.

¢ M. Hassan ARFAOUI : Président de séance (TUNISIE), Directeur de la rédaction De Réalités

e M. Taher LABIB : Sociologue (TUNISIE)

e M. Cherif FERJANI: Professeur des Sciences Politiques LYON 2

¢ M. Youssef SEDDIK : Philosophe et anthropologue (TUNISIE)

M. Ghazi GHRAIRI : S.G de 'Académie Internationale de Droit Constitutionnel (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Abdallah HADID : (LIBYE)

13Hh30 - 15H00 : Déjeuner en ’honneur des participants

15H00—17H00 : Quels partenariats ?
La question du partenariat est au centre de ce Forum depuis. Soumis a de multiples hypotheques,
le projet méditerranéen était en panne. Or, les printemps arabes ont ouvert une nouvelle ere pour
ce partenariat et les différents acteurs n‘ont cessé de multiplier les projets de reconstruction de
cette coopération entre les rives Nord et Sud. Cette session offrira 'occasion de faire I'état des
lieux en la matiere.

¢ M. Tahar SIOUD : Président de séance (TUNISIE) Ancien Ministre

P R OGRAMME

* M. Jannis SAKELLARIOU : Ancien député Européen (ALLEMAGNE)
e M. Andreu BASSOLS: Directeur Général | EMED (ESPAGNE)

e M. Mohamed LASSIR : Ancien Ambasadeur ( TUNISIE )

* Mme. Sabina HENNEBERG : Universitaire (USA)

17H00—17HH30 : Pause-café
17H30—19H00 : Le jeu des Nations
Parallélement aux grandes puissances qui oeuvrent au maintien de leurs influences et la défense
de leurs intéréts dans la région, des acteurs locaux, notamment le Qatar, I'Arabie Saoudite et la
Turquie, s'efforcent d’asseoir un role grandissant dans les dynamiques régionales. Lambition de
cette séance est de définir la place des intervenants extérieurs dans les processus en cours et les
mutations des enjeux stratégiques dans la région.
* Amiral Jean DUFOURCQ : Président de séance (FRANCE) Membre de I'académie de marine,
chercheur en affaires stratégiques
e M. Abu Dhawia AMEUR : Fondateur du Centre des études stratégiques a Tripoli (LIBYE)
e M. Ahmed OUNAIES : Ancien Ministre (TUNISIE )
¢ M. Hatem BEN SALEM : Universitaire (TUNISIE)
o M. Miquel NADAL : Ancien Secrétaire d’Etat en charge des affaires étrangeres, Membre de
Pangea21 Consultora Internacional (ESPAGNE)
e M. Ridha TLILI : Universitaire (TUNISIE)

20h00 - 22h00 : Diner Débat organisé par I'Union Européenne : «Le partenariat
Union Européenne - Maghreb entre opportunités du printemps arabe et défis
sécuritaires» (sur invitation)

Présidé par MM. Tahar SIOUD

Vendredi 21 Juin 2013

9HO00 - 11H00 : 'économie en zone de turbulences
L'économie est au coeur de la transition dans les pays du printemps arabe. Mais, en dépit des
efforts et des politiques de relance mises en place, la situation économique reste préoccupante
avec une croissance faible, une détérioration des grands équilibres économiques, une hausse de
I'inflation et une augmentation du chdmage. Quels sont les défis économiques qui conditionnent
le succes des transitions en cours ?

o M. Hakim BEN HAMMOUDA : Président de séance (TUNISIE), Economiste

* Mme. Asma BOURAOUI : Directrice Exécutive de MEF (TUNISIE)

* M. Mahmoud BEN ROMDHANE : Economiste (TUNISIE)

* M. Sofiane BEN TOUNES : President General Electric International North East Africa (EGYPTE )

e M. Jawad KERDOUDI : President de I'lMRI ( MAROC)

e M. Wafa MAKHLOUF : Présidente du C.J.D

11H00—11H30 : Pause-café

11H30—13H30 : Investir et s’investir
Une dimension essentielle des défis économiques en cours est liée a la frilosité du secteur privé
et la baisse I'investissement. Les incertitudes en la matiére pésent sur les décisions d’investir des
entreprises. Aussi, les retards pris dans le traitement des dossiers de certains hommes d’affaires
impliqués dans des affaires de corruption avec les anciens régimes nourrissent I'attentisme du
secteur privé. Lobjectif de cette session est d'analyser les conditions d’une relance de l'offre et d’'une
plus grande participation du secteur privé dans les dynamiques de transition économique.

¢ M. Chakib NOUIRA : (Président de séance TUNISIE)

e M. Moncef SELLAMI : PDG ONE TECH (TUNISIE)

e M. Ghazi BEN TOUNES : Regional Manager MENA SICPA (SUISSE)

o M. Tarek CHERIF : Président de la CONECT (TUNISIE)
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e M. Ahmed EL KARM : Vice Président AMEN BANK (TUNISIE)
* Mme. Sonia BEN MRAD : présidente de la Chambre régionale des femmes
chefs d’entreprises (TUNISIE)

13H30—15H00 : Déjeuner
15H—17H30 : 2 tables rondes organisées en paralléle :

1ére Table ronde : Clivages identitaires
Les printemps arabes ont été a l'origine de la résurgence du débat identitaire qui marque la vie
politique et culturelle. Le réle de premier plan que joue désormais I'islam politique dans 'espace public
ne fait que renforcer cette tendance. Quel place pour I'identité, la pluralité confessionnelle, culturelle
et religieuse dans les processus en cours ?

* Mme. Hela OUARDI : Universitaire ( TUNISIE), Présidente de séance

e Mme. Hélé BEJI : Ecrivaine ( TUNISIE)

¢ M. Ferid MEMMICHE : Ancien Conseiller principal auprés du Président de la République (TUNISIE)

o M. Khalifa CHATER : (TUNISIE)

e M. Ridha TLILI : Universitaire (TUNISIE)

e M. Khalil ZAMITI : Universitaire (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Boujemaa REMILI: membre fondateur de Nida Tounis

¢ M. Mohamed HADDAD : Universitaire (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Ahmed BRAHIM : Secrétaire général du mouvement Ettajdid (TUNISIE)

¢ Mme. Souad CHATER : (TUNISIE )

* Mme. Houda CHERIF : Député, représontante du Parti Al Jomhouri (TUNISIE )

¢ M. Farid BOUGHDIR : Cinéaste (TUNISIE)

2éme Table ronde : Médias et transitions
Aprés une période d’euphorie qui a vu I'éclosion d’un grand nombre de journaux et une
libéralisation de I'espace médiatique, les nuages commencent a s'accumuler dans le ciel de
la presse. Paralleélement aux attaques répétées contre les journalistes, les nouveaux groupes
de presse qui sont apparus apres les révolutions ont commencé a disparaitre les uns apres
les autres face aux difficultés économiques.
Cette table ronde a pour objectif de saisir les défis qui pesent sur les médias durant la
période de transition et de suggérer quelques propositions afin de consolider le pluralisme
dans l'espace médiatique.

¢ M. Abdelkrim HIZAOUI : Président de table ronde, Directeur du CAPIC (TUNISIE)

o+ M. Marc WEST: (USA)

e M. Nouri LAJMI : Président de la HAICA (TUNISIE)

¢ Mme Rachida ENNEIFER : Membre la HAICA (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Hichem SNOUSSI : Membre de la HAICA (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Larbi CHOUIKHA : Professeur a I'lPSI ( TUNISIE)

¢ Mme Néjiba HAMROUNI : Présidente du Syndicat national des journalistes

tunisiens (SNJT) (TUNISIE)

¢ M. Alexandre DELVAUX : (SUISSE)

¢ M. Christophe BOLTANSKI : Journaliste (FRANCE)

¢ M. SAMI GHORBEL : Journaliste (FRANCE)

¢ M. Taoufik YACOUB : Directeur de I'lPSI (TUNISIE)

* M. Nejib EL OUERGHI : Fédération tunisienne des directeurs de journaux

* Mme. Amel MZABI : Présidente du syndicat tunisien des dirigeants des médias

o M. Nabil JIMOUR : S.G du syndicat de la culture et de I'information (TUNISIE)

* M. Wahid KHADRAOUI : Consultant international en communication

18H00—Cocktail



