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Light, essential and subtle, as were the
invisible cities of Italo Calvino. Accord-
ing to their creators, the latest interven-
tions on the public areas of Bologna sal-
vage the singularity of each public place
for the purpose of coexistence: rescue
them from chaos and commotion, from
the separation and segregation of activi-
ties, from the traffic and the unclear defi-
nitions. These interventions take the
form of a series of so-called silent ele-
ments, which have been prudently intro-
duced in the public areas of the city, af-
ter a meticulous investigation into the
habits and customs of pedestrians. And
also in Bologna, in a peripheral area, the
old Mercato Navile has been reinvented
and converted into a new centre, an
area that is extremely well connected —
to a new high speed railway station, a
station of public transport networks, and
which also functions, at a different level,
as a link between adjacent neighbour-
hoods. In accordance with criteria of en-
vironmental efficiency, the centre applies
new technologies of cogeneration, solar
and photovoltaic panels and recycling
systems. It is no coincidence that in
many Mediterranean cities and regions
further transformations similar to that of
Bologna are being projected; in Turin for
instance, the 2006 Winter Olympic
Games are being used to propose sev-
eral great projects of landscape recre-
ation in areas occupied by railway infra-
structures, such as has been affected in
Cadiz, with the railway tunnel construct-
ed under the new Avenue of Juan Car-
los I. In the Veneto region, a Plan of
Strategic Development for 32 munici-

palities has been started, which will in-
tegrate physical and socio-economic
aspects. The C2M group is based in
Marseilles, and combines the cities
of Marseilles, Lyons, Barcelona, Genoa,
Seville, Malaga, Naples, Tunis and Ca-
sablanca in defining cooperation net-
works when Europe is occupied with the
east rather than the south. At present,
new projects and new types of urban,
strategic, environmental and territorial
plans are emerging, reinvigorating the
old centres and re-urbanising the mul-
tiple and disperse peripheries, to ulti-
mately reconnect fragmented areas and
segregated uses, and to delimit and de-
fine each place before it can be swal-
lowed up by a soulless and undifferenti-
ated confusion of anonymous town
planning. Although the overall Mediter-
ranean landscape is no longer the bal-
anced civilised landscape that it was,
where opportunities were possible but
excess was not the norm, in a modern
world that has been rapidly urbanised,
some traditional values of Mediterranean
urban development are being re-evalu-
ated: the cities are open to all flows and
influences, and internally well-organised
in areas of social and economic rela-
tions; they are able to absorb and inte-
grate the diversity, in order to become
unique, to continually recreate them-
selves to evolve while never losing their
particular identity. Perhaps the reason
for the re-evaluation of the ideals of the
Mediterranean city is that these attrib-
utes are in danger of extinction. At the
beginning of the XXl century, all the cities
of the Western World, that are sub-
merged in technological and demo-
graphic revolutions that have accelerat-
ed its activities and sense of urgency,
want to resemble, Mediterranean cities,
particularly those which indeed used to

be just that. The fact that the ideals of a
Mediterranean life-style and habitat still
prevail, and moreover seem more attrac-
tive than ever, due to a horror of modern
excess and its capacity to continuously
evolve and self-organise, integrating ten-
dencies and places, the open with the
closed, is perfectly compatible with
the fact that our cities have been radical-
ly altered during the second half of the
XXth century. In the especially fragile ter-
ritory, which include precarious vegeta-
tion, mountainous landscapes, and with-
out abundance of natural resources,
urban growths have taken place of a
suburban and peri-urban nature — it has
also been considered para-urban —
which break away from the traditional
discourses in town planning. And mean-
while the most depopulated inland areas
are host to isolated rural-urban activities
such as electric power stations, military
research centres or scrap yards and
other industrial recycling plants, golf
courses, and fields of crops cultivated
according to subsidised programmes of
the CAP. How should we manage the
agricultural and forest landscape when
it ceases to be economically profitable
and the public subsidies are inclined to
give priority to the conservation of the
good agronomic conditions of the soil
rather than to production itself?

At present, after experiencing process-
es of suburbanisation, peri-urbanisation,
de-urbanisation, rural-urbanisation and
other similar developments, the Mediter-
ranean landscape seems fragmented in
its specialised usages, organised ac-
cording to a network and global market
logic rather than to geographic proximi-
ty. Thematic parks such as Port Aventu-
ra in Catalonia or Terra Mitica in Valencia
operate in the same way as any other
international thematic park. They have
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exclusive railway services and hotels
and their iconography recreates global
stereotypes. Along with the appearance
of these extra-urban, tourist, scientific or
logistic parks, many urban centres are
thematised and old paths and sea fronts
eventually become stereotypical places,
and common tourist areas, because the
competition of the tourist industry com-
pels us to make each place offer typical
specialist facilities to the rest of the
world. Although the Mediterranean land-
scape has changed radically in the last
30 or 40 years, at present the idyllic im-
age is kept alive, as another layer to the
many superimposed layers of urbanisa-
tion; from the tertiary, commercial and
tourist areas to the science parks that
are connected to the trans-European
communication and transport networks,
and the more or less polycentric region-
al networks of cities made up of old and
new districts. That is why Mediterranean
cities are projecting themselves without
nostalgia or mysticism in order to main-
tain as much as possible their Mediterra-
nean identity as open and memorable.
The recent debates on the town plan-
ning organisation of the Mediterranean
cities, brought together in the congress
of European town planners held in April
2003, show us that we must learn to ob-
serve the cities in a different way. The
networks of infrastructure currently func-
tion as the nervous system of the cities;
through which people and goods, elec-
tric energy, gas, water and information
circulate and interconnect at all levels,
and which is converted into the neural-
gic system that connects all these activi-
ties. Moreover, the cities themselves
constitute interconnection points of
ubiquitous networks that extend all over
the whole planet. And it is possible that
these de-urbanised contemporary land-
scapes have generated discontinuous,
simplistic and unconnected geometries
with more and more segregated uses,

specialised networks of disparate logics,
chaotic landscapes with unnecessary
environmental costs, almost irreversible.
But what is the nature of the order that
we want to restore? Today, this order is
the result of attending to the successive
connections at different levels, and like
the geometry that supports all living
forms, is fractal. To connect and recon-
nect these spaces at all levels is in fact
what the current Mediterranean cities in-
tend, through projects aimed at all lev-
els, in order to facilitate the emergence
of social networks, networks to channel
any type of flow that guarantees the effi-
ciency of the system, ecological net-
works to ensure the environmental qual-
ity and security, and a certain sense of
the memory and the identity of each
place in order to recreate new cities
without false nostalgia that are both
open to external influences and capable
of facilitating diversity and the sponta-
neous interaction of their inhabitants.
Where else can Bologna, Turin, Mar-
seilles and many other Mediterranean
cities turn to, in order to continue this
identity? There are little-known episodes
of the Mediterranean urban history, such
as the nineteenth century enlargements
in Turin, Valencia, San Sebastian, Bari or
Barcelona, which emerge today as pos-
sible suggestions for organisation — im-
posed geometries that assisted in the
decentralised growth processes that
with the passing of time will organise
themselves to produce non-traditional
urban forms that will nevertheless be
capable of conserving the same values
of reception and internal organisation,
and maintain the capacity for the tradi-
tional complexity. So perhaps the Medi-
terranean cities, more complex and
open to any types of flows, and especial-
ly to new waves of migration, also need
to recreate their former common neutral
places — deliberately unfinished public
areas where citizens can meet on im-

pulse and which they can make their
own. And perhaps they also require par-
ticular references that bring a purpose
to the larger indistinct areas of the pe-
ripheries, the blurred borders between
private and public areas. We need to pay
more attention to the filters between ar-
eas than to rigid borders between them,
and to concern ourselves less with the
forms of occupation and more with
the strategies of transformation and the
levels of quality and environmental se-
curity. The situation requires, in the end,
the reconciliation of flows and places, to
reinvent cities that are both open to ex-
ternal influence and densely articulated
internally. This is the inherent order, and
the structure that supports all the living
organisms. The common denominator of
the projects and hopes of the Mediter-
ranean cities of today is to not cease to
be, despite everything. But the most im-
portant still remains: that the possibility
of order must come from the voluntary
decision of society to impose limits on
its own ability, almost infinite, to occupy
and transform the landscape. Without
boundaries, as few and as unbreakable
as the natural laws — the law of gravity or
the laws of thermodynamics, there is no
possibility of order. Insights have already
been hazarded concerning the type of
new limit that we could impose on our-
selves, beyond the legislations of the
conventional usages of land. Finally, we
have not yet made sufficient advances in
the incorporation of citizens into the def-
inition and implementation of re-urbani-
sation plans and projects, through new
authentically democratic participatory
processes, at least with the intensity
with which it has been instigated in the
cities of the north of Europe. Perhaps
this problem, which is found within the
most basic structures of governance,
and which is closely related to the new
boundaries that our cities require, will be
the issue of next year's report.

Panorama: the Mediterranean Year

Med. 2003

.
-195

194



